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reformer, born at Bretten in the Palatinate,
was appointed professor of Greek at Witten-
berg in 1516 and became Luther's fellow-
worker. His Loci Communes (1521) is the
first great Protestant work on dogmatic
theology. The Augsburg Confession (1530)
was composed by him. After Luther's death
he lost the confidence of some Protestants by
concessions to the Catholics; whilst the
zealous Lutherans were displeased at his
approximation to the doctrine of Calvin on
the Lord's Supper. His conditional consent
to the introduction of the stringent Augsburg
Interim (1549) in Saxony led to painful
controversies. See English Lives by Cox
(1817), Schaff (1887), G. Wilson (1S97);
studies by C. L. Hill (1944) and Hildebrandt
(1946); German works by Harnack (1897),
Ellinser (1902) and Engelland (1931).

MELBA, Dame Nellie, nte Mitchell (1859-
1931), Australian prima donna, born at
Melbourne, appeared at Covent Garden in
1888. The wonderful purity of her soprano
voice won her world-wide fame. She was
created D.B.E. (1927). See her autobio-
graphical Melodies and Memories (1925) and
P. Colson, Melba (1931).

MELBOURNE, William Lamb, 2nd Viscount
(1779-1848), English statesman, born in
London, March ^15, and educated at Eton,
Trinity, Cambridge aitd Glasgow, became
Whig M.P. for Leominster in 1805, but
accepted in 1827 the chief-secretaryship of
Ireland in Canning's government, and
retained it under Goderich and Wellington.
Succeeding as second Viscount (1828), he
returned to the Whigs, became home
secretary in 1830, for a few months of 1834
was premier, and, premier again in 1835,
was still in office at the accession of Queen
Victoria (1837), when he showed remarkable
tact in introducing her to her duties. In 1841
he once more passed the seals of office to Sir
Robert Peel, and after that took little part in
public affairs. He died November 24. His
wife (1785-1828), a daughter of the Earl of
Bessborough, attained some celebrity as a
novel-writer under the title of Lady Caroline
Lamb, besides notoriety from her nine
months' devotion (1812-13) to Lord Byron.
The charge brought against Melbourne in
1836 of seducing the Hon. Mrs Norton (q.v.)
was thrown out at once. See Lives by
Torrens (1878), Dunckley (1880) and Lord
David Cecil (1954). See also A. Cecil,
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MELCHETT.   See MONO (1).

MELCOMBE, Lord.   See DODINGTON.

MELEAGER, mel-ee-ah'jfr (fl. 80 B.C.), of
Gadara, Palestine, was author of 128 exquisite
epigrams. See translations by Headlam
(1891) and Aldington (1920).

MEL1ENDEZ VALDES, Joan (1754-1817),
Spanish poet, born near Badajoz, became a
classical professor at the University of
Salamanca and fought for Napoleon in the
War of Independence. Reckoned the
greatest lyric poet of his time, he is known
for his odes, ballads and romantic verses.
See study by W. E. Colford (1942).

MELLON, (1) Andrew William (1855-1937),
American politician, bora in Pittsburgh,

inherited a fortune from his father, which he
used to establish himself as a leading banker
and industrial magnate. Entering politics he
became financial secretary in 1921 and made
controversial fiscal reforms. He was ambas-
sador to the United Kingdom in 1932-33
He endowed the National Gallery of Art at
Washington.
(2) Harriot (c. 1777-1837), English actress
bom in London, appeared at Drury Lane in'
1795. In 1815 she married her elderly
protector, Thomas Cputts (q.v.), who left
her all his money; in 1827 the Duke of
St Albans. See her memoirs (2 vols 188(91
and book by Pearce (1915).                ' '
MELLON!, Macedonio (1798-1854), Italian
physicist, born at Parma, where later he was
professor of Physics (1824-31), had to flee
to France on account of political activities
Returning to Naples in 1839, he directed the
Vesuvius Observatory till 1848. He is
specially noted for his work on radiant heat.
He introduced the term diathermancy to
denote the capacity of transmitting infra-red
radiation.
MELO, Francisco Manuel de (1608-66),
Portuguese writer, born at Lisbon, had an
arduous and hazardous life as soldier,
political prisoner, and exile in Brazil, whence
he returned in 1657. He wrote in both
Spanish and Portuguese, and is better
remembered for his critical works and his
history of the Catalanv wars than for his
voluminous poetry.
MELVTLL, Thomas (1726-53), Scottish scien-
tist, educated at Glasgow for the church, was
the first (1752) to study the spectra of
luminous gases. His early death at Geneva
put an end to experiments the significance
o_f which was not generally appreciated at the
time.
MELVILLE, (1) Andrew (1545-c. 1622),
Scottish Presbyterian theologian, uncle of (6),
was born at Baldowic, Montrose, and
educated at St Andrews and Paris, became in
1568 professor at Geneva. On his return to
Scotland (1574) he rendered eminent service
as principal of the college of Glasgow. He
had a very important share in drawing up
the Presbyterian Second Book of Discipline.
Chosen principal of St Mary's College, St
Andrews (1580), besides lecturing on theo-
logy, he taught Hebrew, Chaldcc and Syriac,
In 1582 he preached boldly against absolute
authority before the General Assembly: in
1584, to escape imprisonment, removed to
London. He was repeatedly moderator of
the General Assembly. In 1596 he headed a
deputation to * remonstrate * with James VI;
and in 1606, with seven other ministers, was
called to England to confer with him.
Having ridiculed the service in the Chapel
Royal in a Latin epigram, he was summoned
before the English privy council, and sent
to the Tower. In 1611 he was released
through the Duke of Bouillon, who wanted
Iiis services as a professor in his university at
Sedan. See Lives by McCrie (1819) and
Morison (1899).
(2)   George  John   Whyte.    See  WHYTE-
MELVILLE.
(3)   Henry  Dundas,   1st  Viscount.    See
DUNDAS Family (1).